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The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9)
Main Point: God loves people. He wants us to listen to Him and obey Him because He knows what is best.
 
Key Verse: Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, My thoughts and My ways are higher than yours. – Isaiah 55:9 CEV
Materials: A piece of candy or other treat for each student.

 Hands on Application:
·      Say: Have you ever had something go wrong because of a misunderstanding? Have things ever gotten more complicated when you misheard what someone said to you or when others misunderstood your words? This can be very frustrating! Or, have you ever tried to communicate with someone who spoke a different language than you? This is even harder! Today, we’re going to see how difficult it can be for many different people to communicate.

·      Say: How many of you have ever played the game “Telephone”? Raise your hand if you have. For those of you that haven’t played it, it goes like this. All of you are going to line up and I will whisper a message to the first person in the line. Then that person will whisper it to the second person, and that person will whisper it to the third person, and so on until the last person hears it. If the last person gets the correct message without any words changed, everyone will get a treat! Have the students line up and whisper the following message to the first one in line: “Listen to the words I heard, repeat the message word for word. And don’t forget to tell your friend, we’ll get rewarded in the end!” If the students successfully pass the message to the last person, give each student a piece of candy.
Group Discussion:
·      Say: As you can see, it can be pretty hard to pass along even a short message to many people just by speaking. And everyone in this room speaks the same language. In the lesson today, we learned about the Tower of Babel and how God caused all the people to speak many different languages. Just imagine how hard it would have been to coordinate such a massive building project even when everyone involved spoke the same language. Now, think of the added difficulty of everyone speaking different languages. The project would have become impossible to complete!

·      Say: So why did God mix up the languages of the people? After all, they were only building a tower. Today, we build buildings many times taller than the Tower of Babel, yet God does not stop these from being built. The reason was that God had told the people to fill the earth, but they were all staying together in the same place. Even this may have seemed like a good thing at first, but God knows everything and wants the best for His people. From a human perspective, staying together probably seemed like the smartest and easiest thing to do. But God had a different plan; He intended for the earth to be filled with people.

·      Say: Today, God gives us a very similar command that He gave the Babylonians. Will someone volunteer to read Acts 1:8? Choose a volunteer to read. Jesus says we are to be His witnesses “to the ends of the earth.” We are supposed to “fill the earth” with believers by making disciples throughout the world. We do not want to be like the Babylonians and only stay in one place, never reaching the outside world with the good news of Jesus. We are to follow His command and share the gospel with the whole world.
Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your children will always listen to God, who knows what’s best for them, and that they will follow Jesus’ command and fill the earth with disciples. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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